Factors that influence the variability in findings of anogenital injury in adolescent/adult sexual assault victims: a review of the forensic literature.
Sexual violence is a pervasive problem worldwide. Anogenital injuries are one type of injury that may be present because of sexual violence. A review of the forensic literature yielded 13 published studies from 6 countries between 1987 and 2011 that met the inclusion/exclusion criteria, illustrating that anogenital (anal and/or genital) trauma is observed in 16% to 77% of sexual assault victims. Establishing the reliability of the conclusions of these studies is difficult due to a lack of uniformity in methodology to include detection of injury, injury definition, victim age, time window for examination, injury from consensual sex, and training of examiners. Each one of these factors can change the rate of injury observed. The evaluated studies show a disparity due to a lack of uniformity in examination protocols, injury classification, and examiner qualifications. A current, state of the science, evidence-based standardized protocol should be constructed that promotes objective and accurate parameters including the use of colposcopy, staining techniques, digital photography, and adequate training for examiners of sexual assault victims who present with anogenital injury.